CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRIP – STINCHFIELD WOODS
1.5 hours
2.8 Mile easy to moderate ski

DIRECTIONS: Stinchfield Woods (777 acres) is owned by the University of Michigan, and is located at 9401 Stinchfield Woods Road,
between Toma Road and Dexter-Pinckney Road, north of North Territorial. Parking is limited. This tour presumes that you enter off
North Territorial, along the road leading to the Peach Mountain Observatory. Please respect the signage.
DESCRIPTION: This woods is a combination of hardwoods and conifers. The property is a kame, a conical hill that was created during the

retreat of the glaciers, about 10,000 years ago. There are a great many trails crossing the property suitable for all skill levels including one of the
tallest hills around (affectionately known as The Monster). This route is the easiest one with an option to take a slightly more challenging run on
the way back.
From N. Territorial Rd. head north along the west side of the field to its northwest corner. Wind through some scrub woods to just beyond a
gate and onto an old two-track road. Take that road (a slight uphill) north to a trail running west through woods on the south side of an old
gravel pit. Continue through tall conifers to a short climb. At the top follow the main trail north until it hits the gravel road that runs through
the property from N. Territorial Rd. to Stinchfield Woods Rd. Turn left and follow the road southwest (sometimes the road is skiable; if not,
skiers set tracks along the margin).
The easier route is to take the first left and head south through conifers. The slightly more difficult route is the second left (just before a gate)
which also runs south but veers west and south again on a long, gradual downhill. Watch for a fallen tree under which taller people will have to
duck a little. Continue through conifers to a second long, gradual downhill with a 90º right turn at the bottom where it meets the easier route.
The trail continues to another sharp but easy turn and a long, gradual uphill back to the main trail. Turn right and head south to that first climb,
only it’s a sweet downhill this time. Continue past the gravel pit and onto the old two-track back to N. Territorial Rd.

COMMUNITY SERVICES:
Dining: Dining is available in Dexter. (Dexter Chamber of Commerce (7444 Dexter-Ann Arbor Road, Dexter, MI 734-426-0887).
Lodging: Hotels are available nearby. Contact the Dexter Chamber of Commerce (734-426-0887).
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